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1 hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited with the I 'nited States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an cn\ elope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents. 
Washmgton, D.C. 20231 on January^f 200 1 . 

Raymond M. Mehler, Re^. No. 26J06 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir : 

The references listed on the attached PTO form are 
called to the attention of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 
Applicants enclose a copy of each of these references, as well as 
a copy of an English translation of the Spanish language 
reference and of the Portugese language reference. 

Also enclosed is a copy of an International Search 
Report in which each of these references is referred to with 
respect to claims of a PCT application of applicants including 
those of the subject application. 
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This statement is provided in order to comply with 37 



C.F.R. § 1.56, § 1.97 and § 1.98, and this statement is not to be 
construed as a representation that no information exists which is 
more material than these references, or that the information is 
considered to be material to patentability. 



COOK, ALEX, MCFARRON, MANZO, 
CUMMINGS & MEHLER, LTD. 
200 West Adams Street 
Suite 2850 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 236-8500 



Respectfully subipitted, 




Dated: 



January 31, 2001 



